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competitive rearmament, if continued, can only end
finally by the utter destruction of civilized life. The
choice before the powers lies between Demilitarizing
the Air and Mutual Destruction.
"Since the above facts were so well known, we
have to ask by what opposition the abolition pro-
posals were killed. In view of the very strong feeling
on the subject in Great Britain, it is staggering to
find that the fatal opposition came from the British
Delegation, who insisted on retaining the air-
bombing machine in 'outlying regions/
"What then does the imperial advantage of the
possession and use of such weapons on these fron-
tiers amount to, that in order to retain it the Govern-
ment should have been determined to forgo the
hope of attaining air security by international
agreement, and to plunge the nation into immense
extra expenditure on what is a very dubious form
of defence?"
[He then quotes Sir George MacMunn to show
that even military experts are not agreed about the
effectiveness of the Air Arm in Frontier warfare.]
"We next have to note," he continues, "the
effect of this air bombing on the security of the
Indian Empire. Obviously a nation, or, if you prefer,
a group of nations numbering 350,000,000 odd,
cannot be held by Great Britain, against its will, in
subjection. The Indian Empire depends for its
existence on Indian consent; unless it rests on a
moral basis it must needs collapse. And to the Indian
people the whole Frontier policy, of which the